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treasure. From here, continue along U.S. 
276 North for 14 miles following the 
East Fork of the Pigeon River through 
rural mountain villages and farmlands 
to the community of Bethel.

The nearby community of Woodrow, 
just north of Bethel, was named for 
President Woodrow Wilson. Turn left 
at the stoplight onto N.C. 215 and 
follow the West Fork of the Pigeon 
River 18 miles until the byway reaches 
the second crossing of the Blue 
Ridge Parkway at Beech Gap. Along 
this portion of N.C. 215, pass by more 
mountain farms and numerous 
streams and waterfalls. Six miles 
from Woodrow, is a local 
reservoir, Lake Logan. The 
community of Sunburst, located 
along its shores, gets its name 
from the swiftness of the sun as 
it rises over Cold Mountain to 
announce the morning. This is 
the fictional setting of the book 
and movie “Cold Mountain.”

About 8.5 miles from the 
Blue Ridge Parkway is the 
Balsam Grove community near 
Balsam Lake, which feeds into 
the French Broad River. The river 
was named for the French who 
inhabited the territory during 
the 18th century. The last eight 
miles of the byway parallel 
the North Fork of the French 
Broad River. The route ends 
at the intersection of N.C. 215 
with U.S. 64 near Rosman.

To follow the Waterfall Byway 
(pg. 18) travel along U.S. 64 
West from this point, or turn left 

and follow the U.S. Forest Service byway 
north to Brevard. 
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Length: 65 miles
Drive Time: Two hours
Counties: Haywood,   

  Transylvania  
  and Jackson

Note: The route is 
not recommended for 
recreational vehicles 
or buses. 
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